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Twasô the night before New Years, when all through the 

workplace, 

Not an employee was stirring, having given up on the 2009 

rat race; 

The final grant applications had been dropped in the mail, 

With hopes that in 2010, their requests would prevail; 

 

The phones had stopped ringing, the fax machine was quiet, 

That Stimulus money had nearly started a riot; 

SRF, CDBG, or RD they cried, 

Please find us some money to help our cities to thrive; 

 

Balticôs lagoons need some rip-rap, Brandon needs a new lift station, 

The Buy-American Act requires goods to be made in this great nation; 

We need funding to connect Corson to the City of Brandon, 

And by the way, Montroseôs lagoons need to be expanded; 

 

The wastewater system in Canton needs to be upgraded, 

Clay Rural Water Systemôs tower has become a little faded; 

Canistota has an Ash Street Project, Elk Pointôs street is in disrepair, 

We sure hope DENR has some funding it can spare; 

 

Hurry, hurry, hurry, gather the information, 

Wait, wait, wait, while we get further clarification; 

New rules, new regulations, it is all as clear as mud, 

And in addition to ARRA, we have also had a flood; 

 

Principal forgiveness?  What is that they would rant, 

We are not really sure, but itôs kind of like a grant; 

ARRA, EECBG, new acronyms abound, 

We are hoping this economy will soon start to rebound; 

 

Never a dull moment, with that I would agree, 

What an interesting year 2009 turned out to be; 

So as I lock up the office, and turn out the light, 

Happy New Years to all, and to all a good-night. 
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Recent Funding Awards  

in SECOG Region 
New Senior Planner Joins SECOG Staff 

The Board of Water and Natural Resources approved/

amended the following SRF loans and principal forgiveness 

at a special meeting in December for projects located in SE-

COGôs region: 

 

Project 

Sponsor 

DW 

Principal 

Forgive-

ness 

CW 

Principal 

Forgive-

ness 

DW 

SRF 

Loan 

CW SRF 

Loan 

Canistota       $188,669 

Corson 

Village 

Sanitary 

District 

$43,983   $4,887   

Lennox       $712,033 

Total: $43,983   $4,887 $900,702 

Hello! My 

name is Nancy 

Surprenant, 

and I am your 

new Senior 

Planner at SE-

COG. As we 

start the next 

decade, my 

primary focus 

will be on de-

veloping our 

new Transpor-

tation/Mobility 

Planner posi-

tion. In this 

new role, I 

look forward 

to tackling 

some of the 

transportation 

challenges facing us in southeastern South Dakota, including 

the need to improve mobility for the elderly and low-income 

populations and persons with disabilities.  

Over the last 18 years, Iôve enjoyed the opportunity of work-

ing exclusively on transportation and community-oriented 

projects ï ranging from bicycle trails to major highway im-

provement projects and  pedestrian safety plans to downtown 

revitalization projects.  Some would say Iôve been lucky to 

see the world from both sides of the table ï with part of my 

time spent working in the government realm for the Califor-

nia Department of Transportation and Iowa State University, 

and the rest of my time on the consulting side, with regional 

landscape architecture and engineering firms. Hopefully these 

experiences, encompassing long range planning through de-

sign and construction, will help enhance our already strong 

SECOG team.  

After moving around the country a bit, I am ecstatic to be 

back in the Sioux Falls area ï and within driving distance of 

Minnesota and our family farm near Tracy. In my footloose 

óSingle, No Kids, No Petsô lifestyle, I enjoy many afternoons 

hitting the local golf courses, biking the Sioux Falls loop, or 

tackling the current home and garden project. Of course, after 

spending time with family and friends, traveling to some new 

and exciting destination is always on the calendar ï hey, eve-

ryone needs to mush a sled dog team across Lake Superior at 

least once in their life! 

I look forward to meeting and working with you all in the 

next few months! 

The South Eastern Development Foundation (SEDF), SE-

COGôs regional revolving loan fund, was awarded a 

$500,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Commerce 

Economic Development Administration (EDA). This grant 

is part of the 2008 Supplemental Appropriations Disaster 

Relief Opportunity put in place by Presidential Declaration 

due to the flooding that occurred in Spring 2008 and is the 

second grant SEDF has received from EDA.  SEDF will 

match the $500,000 grant with $166,667 in additional fund-

ing to provide loans to businesses located in the three coun-

ties in SECOGôs region that were declared disaster areas due 

to the flooding.  Those three counties are Clay, McCook, 

and Turner.  After the grant has been fully lent out, SEDF 

will be able to use the revolved funds to provide loans to 

businesses located in Lincoln, Minnehaha and Union coun-

ties in addition to the original three counties.   

SEDF partners with local banks to provide ñgapò financing 

to businesses for buildings, equipment, inventory, leasehold 

improvements, and working capital. Businesses that are in-

terested in borrowing funds from SEDF should contact 

Shawn Pritchett or Jessica Evans at 605-367-5390.  Addi-

tional information about SEDF is available at 

www.secog.org. 

South Eastern Development Foundation  

Receives $500,000 EDA Grant  

to Capitalize its Loan Fund 

http://www.secog.org
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Dakota BUSINESS Finance  

Annual Awards Ceremony and Reception 

Dakota BUSINESS Finance held its annual awards cere-

mony and reception on October 15, 2009.  Dakota BUSI-

NESS Finance recognized the borrowers that were ap-

proved for SBA 504 loans in Federal Fiscal Year 2009 and 

the lenders that worked on those projects.  Dakota BUSI-

NESS Finance annually presents two awards, ñLender of 

the Yearò and ñFriend of Dakota BUSINESS Fi-

nance.ò  The recipients of the awards for 2009 were:  

Lender of the Year:  MetaBank and Friend of Dakota 

BUSINESS Finance:  Dan Hindbjorgen, Sioux Falls De-

velopment Foundation 

At the meeting, SBA also presented the 2009 Asset 

Builder Award to Dakota BUSINESS Finance for being 

the Certified Development Company with the highest dol-

lar volume approved in South Dakota.  In FFY 2009, Da-

kota BUSINESS Finance had $7.95 million in approved 

SBA 504 debentures which is a 172% increase over the 

previous year, and the sixth fastest growing loan volume in 

the nation.    

Dakota BUSINESS Finance thanks all of you that have 

worked with us over the past year to make it our most suc-

cessful year.  We look forward to working with you to 

make 2010 an even better year! 

Pictured above (left to right):  Craig Hagen, President, Da-

kota BUSINESS Finance; David Eiesland, Business Banking 

Manager, MetaBank; Karen Waller, Vice President of Busi-

ness Banking, MetaBank; Tim Rustand, Vice President of 

Business Banking, MetaBank; Lynne Keller Forbes, Execu-

tive Director, Dakota BUSINESS Finance; and Kathy 

Thorson, President ï Sioux Empire Market, MetaBank.  

Dakota BUSINESS Finance  

ñFriend of Dakota BUSINESS Financeò 

Dan Hindbjorgen,  

Sioux Falls Development Foundation  

Dakota BUSINESS Finance 

Lender of the Year 

MetaBank  

Pictured above (left to right):  Craig Hagen, President, Da-

kota BUSINESS Finance; Dan Hindbjorgen, Vice Presi-

dent, Sioux Falls Development Foundation; and Lynne Kel-

ler Forbes, Executive Director, Dakota BUSINESS Fi-

nance. 

South Dakota Asset Builder Award 

Presented by SBA  

to Dakota BUSINESS Finance 

Pictured above (left to right):  Shawn Pritchett, Economic 

Development Director, Dakota BUSINESS Finance; Craig 

Hagen, President, Dakota BUSINESS Finance; Lynne Kel-

ler Forbes, Executive Director, Dakota BUSINESS Fi-

nance; John Brown, District Director, Small Business Ad-

ministration; and Amber Gibson, Economic Development 

Specialist, Dakota BUSINESS Finance. 


